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The Hiftory of Ifaac Fenkins, his Wife, and Children. 
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(Continued from Page 563.) 


| guerre had talked glibly about cattle and horfes and fheep, 
partly to give Mr. Langford a good opinion of his know- 
ledge, and partly, I believe, in hopes of putting the thought of 
his being a fot out of Mr. Langford’s head. But when he 
faw every thing he had mentioned turned in this manner 
againft him, and heard himfelf condemned out of his own 
mouth, he was quite ftaggered; and fo overpowered that he 
had no reply tomake. Mr. Langford, as he finifhed fpeaking, 
fteadily fixed his eyes upon Ifaac’s ; and Sarah and the children, 
without knowing why, did the fame. ‘The dead filence that 
followed, and all their looks being upon him, together with 
what he had juft heard, quite confounded Ifaac, and he would 
almoft have been glad if the hill had coveredhim. After a 
fhort paufe, the eldeft lad turned his head fuddenly towards his 
mother, and enquired very earneftly, “ Mammy, mammy, 
what’s the matter with daddy ? he looks for ail the world as 
Stephy ufed to do, when we had no bread nor ’tatoes to day.” 
Then feeming to confider for a moment, he ran to the hearth 
where Sarah had fet down a crock of potatoes and fkimmed 
milk which fhe was cooking when Mr. Langford came in. 
He fnatched up the mefs, ran with it to Ifaac, and offering him 
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a fpoonful cried, “ Here, daddy, eat a mouthful, do now, and 
donno’ be fick.” This was too guch: Ifaac haftily pufhed 
back the child’s hand, jumped up from his feat, and walked 
acrofs the floor, folded his arms over the fill of the window, 
and laid down his forehead upon them, without faying a word. 
Mr. Langford made a fign to Sarah and the children to huth 
and fit Rill, Then taking out his watch he held the chain and 
feals for the children to admire, preventing them all the while 
from making a noile. 

When he thought Ifaac bad pondered fo long upon what he 
had heard, as not to be likely foon to forget it, he went on, 
Ifaac ftill leaning upon the window-fill; “ A blind man may 
fee that the right way to make children wicked is to ufe them 
ill and to famith them. Nay, this is the way in which children 
come to do wicked things before they have a notion what 
wickednefs is. In the firit place, what is it that is apt to make 
children or grown perfons four-tempered ? why, to be always 
in pain and fuffering ; and is not a child that has feldom his 
belly full, almoft conftantly in pain? does not he feel an ugly 
gnawing within; and get fnarlith, fretful, and il!-relifhed? 
Such a child has no pleafure in himfelf and he can like nobody 
ele; for nobody dees him any good ; and what makes chil- 
dren love their parents, but their being good to them ?—Then 
again—don’t be affronted, Sarah, as aac was, I mean your 
children no difparagement—would you fooneft truft a dog 
that is well fed, or one that is as gaunt as a wolf? do not 
dogs, that are only {kin and bone, prowl about every where, 
and raniack other folks’ houfes, and feize upon every thing 
they can get at? I have known fuch dogs many a time tear a 
joint of meat from the fpit, Anda child, raving as it were 
with hunger, depend upon it, will contraé the fame thievifh 
difpofition, though, poor thing, he knows no more than the 
dog what a fin it isto fteal. Having been driven by the rage 
of appetite to {natch at any eatable that falls in his way, he will 
afterwards cafily be tempted to lay his hands upon whatever 
elf: he can carry off, to whomfoever it may belong. You 
faid, Ifaac, that you hoped thefe lads would come to earn their 
bread honeftly without thieving or itealing. But whether he 
thinks aboytit or not, every man that keeps his children in mi- 
fery, moit certainly does his beft to breed them for the gallows 3 
and this is a pretty thought for a father to carry about with 
him ! One would think ic nuit damp his fpirits in {pite of all 
the ale in Mrs. Pritchard’s cellar !’—Here Maac fetched a 
deep groan and raifed uphis head, and Sarah, whofe eyes were 
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fixed on Mr, Langford, lifted them up, and opening her eyelids 
as wide afunder as they would, fervently whilpered, “ Mercy 
forbid.”—Mr. Langford then proceeded, 

“ Every parent, to be fure, as [ faid, (a poor man as much 
asa rich) wifhes his children todo well; now when they are 
big enough to go out in the world, people are fond of taking 
thofe that had honeft, fober, and induftrious fathers and mo- 
thers; and every body muft fee, that for a father to bear a fair 
charaéter is as good asa portion to a child. But who will! have 
any thing to do with boys er girls that have been kept ragged, 
and dirty, and idle, and mayhap have become thievifh, becaule 
they had the misfcrtune to have naughty fathers and mothers ? 
Why, people will be afraid to take them into their houfes ; or 
if they happen to hire them, becaufe they are in diftrefs for a 
fervant, they will ftill look upon them with an evil eye. Ah! 
believe me, there would be little wickedne(fs in the world, if 
there were no diftrefs. Vice almoft always begins among the 
poor from mifery, as among the rich from idlenefs. 

« And how cowardly it is befides, to tyrannize over thofe 
that can make no refiftance! If a grown perfon were to fet 
upon a child to fight him, he would be hooted out of the pa- 
rith, and never hear the laft of it. And yet he would not do 
him, perhaps, half the injury by a little bruifing, and by mak- 
ing his nofe bleed, as if he was to rob him of half his meat 
every day. And where’s the difference, tell me, between a 
man tearing the bread out of his children’s hands, and {pend- 
ing the money that fhould go to buy them bread at an ale- 
houfe ?—I fee none in the world for my part. Suppofe, Lfaac, 
you felt any day a longing defire for fome ale, and had no mo- 
ney in your pocket, but came into the houfe juft as Sarah had 
taken the Jaft loaf out of the cupboard, and with a knife in her 
hand was dividing it among the children ; and the little ones 
had crowded round her all hungry and eager, and each lifting up 
his hands for his fhare, could you find it in your heart to fnateh 
the loaf and carry it to the Horfe Shoe to change it for ale, 
difappointing all the houfe of their meal, and leaving them to 
ftarve ?—I know you could not—Then confider well, and try 
if you can find any difference between the barbarity of felling 
your bread for ale, and {pending your wages iin ale before they 
are turned into bread. 

“ There’s another matter too that I muft not forget, fince 
we are talking upon the fubjeét. Do you think Sarah here 
would ever have confented to have you, if fhe could poflibly 
have forefeen the mifery your unfortunate turn was to bring 
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upon her children? for I do not fuppofe that the reproaches 
you much in her mind. with her own fufferings ; and yet 
Heaven knows they have been fevere enough.—Is not a 
man who turns out fo deceitful, a liar as well as a coward ? 
nay, worfe than a liar, for he is downright perjured and for- 
fworn: If you were to go to the affizes and bear falfe witnefs, 
fo as to bring fome lofs or penalty upon your neighbour, you 
would yourfelf be put into the pillory; and you would deferve 
the punifhment. Then tell me, is there any thing worfe in 
breaking oaths taken at the aflizes, than promifes made of 
your own accord, and afterwards repeated before God and 
man, in as folemn a manner as ever oath was taken? Will 
you fay that there’s no law againft breaking the promifes you 
made out of church and in church to Sarah? Suppofe there 
was no law againft murder, or you were fure to efcape de- 
tection, would you think it no crime to kill me and rob me of 
my watch and what money I haveabout me? You have heard, 
“ Do unto others as you would that others fhould do unto 
you—So pray, change places with Sarah, and confider within 
yourfelf whether you would have a right or not to complain, 
if fhe had gong on as you have. Men, and women too, 
when they have no reftraint upon their will, often make a bad 
ufe of their power; and of all the tyrannies under the fun, 
I believe the tyranny of fome hufbands, rich as well as poor, 
to be the moft cruel I know a country where they had 
Jately made a law againft fuch family tyrants; and I with we 
had fuch a law in our country; for I tee no reafon why one 
wicked or one foolifh man fhould have it in his power to tram- 
ple upon the peace of a whele family, and make them pals 
their days in forrow. Let there be always, fay I, a way of 
making thofe do right who do not choofe to do fo of 
theic own accord 3 and let no vicious or obftinate perfon pre- 
tend to fet up bis will and humour in the place of reafon, and 
think to practife his pranks at the expence of others; much 
lefs of thofe whom he is in honour and duty bound to make 
as happy as it is in his power to make them. As to yourlelf, 
you know belt, lfaac, whether you went out to your work and 
came back to your home moft light-hearted formerly, when it 
was warm and comfortable, and you had a flitch of bacon 
hanging up at the cieling to cut a rafher when you liked, or 
now, when it is, today the truth, hardly fit to houfe a pig.— 
You know this beft, I fay, and [leave you to compare notes 
with yourfelf on this head. I with with all my heart things 
could be f ,ordered, that every poor family thould be come 
fortably 
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fortably clad and plentifully fed, and have befides wherewithal 
to make decently merry at times ; and I hope this may come 
to.be thecafe. And fo it may be in many a family at prefent, 
if the father did not fo fortifhly wafte upon himfelf the wages 
he gets ; and they were laid out for the fupport and comfort of 
all, But labouring men muft firft learn the difference be- 
tween beaftlinefs and cheerfulnefs, and they muft be difpofed 
to fhare every farthing they can afford to {pend in making 
merry, with their wives and children at home—why, what 
would you think of one of your children, if I were to give 
him a great piece of apple-pye, and be fhould refufe to let any 
of therefttattea bit? Yet, Ifaac, there is furely full as much 
greedinefS in your practice of {pending upon yourfelf what 
fhould maintain the whole family ; and which, pray, ought to 
be moft confiderate, a parent or his child? 

“ You may have it in your head, perhaps, that if you fhould 
poifon yourfelf outright with drink, or come to be unable to 
work—* there’s the parifh—it is but coming to that arlaft 
for yourfelf or family, juit as may happen.’—Alas! parith al- 
lowance, believe me, (as you and your’s have lately felt) is 
poor work; juft enough to keep body and foul together; and 
what right has a perfon, who has taken no care for himfelf and 
his children, to expect that others fhould be at the charge 
of fupporting them in eale and pleaty ?—God forbid, that 
thofe who fall into diftrefs without any fault of their own, 
fhould be left to perifh for want of help! Butif none but fuch 
came to be troublefome to parifhes, they would be much better 
done by, and all their neighbours, that could afford it, would 
be fending them fomething good, But now the poors’ rates 
run fo high, from the fault of many among the poor theme 
felves! and people are obliged to pay fo much, that they have, 
many of them, nothing left to give them! to fee how thofe, 


that wilfully bring themfelves upon the parilh, are rogues to 


thofe that God Almighty brings! and hinder perfons who 
have always behaved themfelves induftrioufly and foberly, 
from being fo well treated as they otherwile would, whea 
1 

Here Mr. Langford finifhed his remonftrance to Lfaac upon 
the folly and criminality of {pending his wages at tie alehoule. 
He rofe and flipped half a crown into Sarah’s hand, which he 
thought would fupply them with neceilaries for the prefent, 
putting his finger upon his lips in token for fiience. She had 
feafe to comprehend him, and to hold her tongue as the was 
bid. She therefore contented herfelf with putting oa her 
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moft thankful look, He then faid, “ Iaac, go and lead my 
horfe into the road: He is faftened on the fnug fide of the 
houfe where there is no wind. Make hatte, for I have been 
talking here till I bave overftayed my time.” He was 
mounted ina trice, and off on the trot towards Ludlow. 


(Lo be concluded in our next.) 





The Epiftle from the Yearly Meeting held in London, by 
Adjournments, from the 19th to the 28th of the Fifth 
Month, 1794, incluftve, to the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meeting of Friends, in Great-Britain, Ireland and 
elfewhere. 


Dear FRienps, 
Aver of the love which drew our predeceffors from the 


various forms of religion, to wait upon the Lord, and to 
ferve him in fimplicity and holy fear, engages us afrefh to fa- 
Jute you ; defiring that ye may increafe and abound in every 
good work ; and that, as lights in the world, ye may fo fhine as 
to glorify our Heavenly Father. 

Our prefent aflembly has been very large ; and we have, as 
ufual, received accounts from the feveral branches of this meet- 
ing, and alfo epiftles from our brethren on the American con- 
tinent.—The amount of fufferings brought in this year (chiefly 
for tithes, and thofe calléc church rates,) is 69401. in Britain, 
and 1625]. in Ircland.—Here we may briefly remark, that as 
we believe no genuine minifter of Chrift can dare to traffic 
with the truth of the Gofpel, we are concerned fervently to 
exhort all frien’s to be ftedfaft, in maintaining the teftimony 
moft furely given us to bear againft this violation of the fpi- 
rit and letter of it. 

We have been reminded, in this meeting, of fuch of our 
friends as are in lonely fituations, and few innumber, We de- 
fire thefe may be concerned not to negle& their little meetings 5 
but therein to wait upon the Lord, in whofe prefence there is 
life, and to have tieir expectations on him alone : Confidering 
that his tender compaffion is not only tothe multitude, but de- 
fcends even to the two or three gathered in his name.—Let 
this indeed be encouragement to all, to perfevere in the prac- 
tice of aflembling for the worfhip of God :—and as all are in 
need of help from above, to ftrengthen them in the perform- 
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ance of their feveral duties, whether as parents, as heads of 
families, as children, or as fervants; let us humbly truft that 
thofe who thus, in integrity of foul, honour him, and endea 
vour to walk before him with acceptance, will by him be ho- 
noured with his gracious affiftance and fupport. 

We find ourfelves alfo engaged at this time, to caution all 
our fellow profeflors to watch, with clofe attention, againft 
giving way tothe unfubjected activity of their own fpirits. 
Many there are, who, although willing to confels the impos 
tency thereof for promoting the fpiritual welfare of men, are 
yet unwilling to fubmit it to the reftraint of divine wifdom, in 
outward engagements. From this caufe fuch have often failed 
in plaufible purfuits, often brought reproach on our profeflion, 
often diftrefs on themfelves. ‘Thus alfo fome have been im- 
properly led into fpeculative opinions on the affairs of this un- 
ftable world, and the commotions which rend it, very incon- 
fiftently with the purity and fimplicity of our principles, and 
unbecoming thofe who profefs to be fubjects of the peaceful 
kingdom of Chrift. Let not fuch indulge themfelves in con- 
tention, even with their tongues. Follow peace with all men. 
Study to be quiet, and do your own bufinefs : Remembering 
that the fpiritual Jerufale?a is a quiet habitation: And that to 
lead a holy, unblameable life among men, walkingin the fear 
of the Lord, and according to the direction of that light 
wherewith he favours us, is to contribute, in the degree which 
he approves, to the advancement of true reformation.in the 
earth. 

Although we are ftill unable to rejoice in beholding an end 
to the fufferings of our African fellowsmen, we continue to 
cherifh a tender concern for their reftoration to their proper 
rank in fociety. On the fubject of the Slave Trade being 
laid before us, a folemn paule enfued, and though no ftep ap- 
pears expedient for us at this juncture, to take as a body, we 
defire that every one of us may continue to fympathize with 
this afflicted people, and endeavour to excite, in his refpective 
iphere of acquaintance, a like compaffion for their almoft un- 
paralleled fufferings. 

Dear Friends, we have not any defire unprofitably to mul- 
tiply words ; but Oh, that we might be enabled to roufe the 
fupins among us, of every age, and of every appearance, to the 
awful thought that they are not their own! Surely were this 
alarm effectually founded in their ears, many who now gird 
themfelves, go whither they lift, and abfent themfelves when 
they lift from an attendance on the Lord’s fervice, would not 
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only fubmit to be reftrained by his fear, but would pray that 
his hand might not fpare, or his eyes pity, until a difpofition 
was produced and eftablifhed in them, to ferve him in finglenefs 
of heart. 
Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting, 
JOSEPH GURNEY BEVAN, 


Clerk to the Meeting this year, 





Firft Report from the Commitiee of Secrecy. 
Ordered to be printed the 17th of May, 1794. 
(Continued from Page 557.) 


a iW we look to Ireland we find that acknowledged privilege 

of the people, to meet for the fupport and protection of 
their rights and liberties, is attempted, by terror, to be taken 
away by a late infamous aét of Parliament: Whilft titles ot 
honour—No, but of difhonour—are lavifhed; and new 
fources of corruption opened, to gratify the greedy proftitution 
of thofe, who are the inftruments of this oppreffion. 

*“ In Scotland, the wicked hand of power has been im- 
pudently exerted, without even the wretched formality of an 
act of Parliament. Magiftrates have forcibly intruded into 
the peaceful and Jawful meetings of freemen; and, by force, 
(not only without law, but againft law) have, under colour of 
magifterial office, interrupted their deliberations, and prevented 
their aflociation. 

* The wifdom and good condu& of the Britifh Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh has been fuch, as to defy their bittereft ene~ 
mics to name the law which they have broken; notwithftand- 
ing which, their papers have been feized, and made ufe of 
as evidence again{t them, and many virtuous and meritorious 
individuals have been, as cruelly as unjuftly, for their virtuous 
zCtions, difgraced and deftroyed by infamous and illegal fen- 
tences of tranfportation, And thefe unjuft and wicked judge- 
ments have been executed with a rancour and malignity never 
before known in this land ; our refpeéctable and beloved fellow 
citizens have been caft fettered into dungeons amongft felons 
in the hulks, to which they were not fentenced. 

“ CITIZENS, 
«¢ We all approve the fentiments, and are daily repeating 


the words, for which thefe our refpe¢table and valuable bre- 
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thren are thus unjuftly and inhumanly fuffering. We, too, 
aflociate in order to obtain a fair, free, and full reprefentation 
of the people ina houfe of real national reprefentatives. Are 
we alfo willing to be treated as felons, for claiming this our in- 
herent right, which we are determined never to forego but 
with our lives, and which none but thieves and traitors can 
wifh to withhold from us? confider, it is one and the fame 
corrupt and corrupting influence which at this time domineers 
in Ireland, Scotland, and England. Can you believe, that thofe 
who fend virtuous Irifhmen, and Scotchmen fettered with fe- 
lons to Botany-Bay, do not meditate and will not attempt to 
feize the firft moment to fend us after them? orif we had not 
juft caufe to apprehend the fame inhuman treatment; if, in- 
ftead of the moft imminent danger, we were in perfect fafety 
from it, fhould we not difdain to enjoy any liberty or privilege 
whatever, in which our honeft Irifh and Scotch brethren did not 
equally and as fully participate with us ? Their caufe then and 
our’s is the fame. And itis both our duty and our intereft to 
ftand or fall together. The Irifh Parliament and the Scotch 
Judges, actuated by the fame Englith influence, have brought 
us dire€tly to the point. There is no farther ftep beyond that 
which they have taken. We are at ifluee We muft now 
chufe at once either liberty or flavery for ourfelves and our 
potterity. Will you wait till barracks are eredted in every 
village, and till fubfidized Heflians and Hanoverians are upon 
us f 

j F You may afk perhaps, by what means fhall we feck re- 

refs ? 

“ We anfwer, that menin a ftate of civilized fociety are 
bound to feek redrefs of the grievances from the laws, as long 
as any redrefs can be obtained by the laws. But our common 
mafter whom we ferve (whofe law is a law of liberty, and 
whofe fervice is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to 
gather grapes from thorns, nor figs from thiftles. We muft 
have redrefs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our 
plunderers, enemies, and oppreffors. 

“ There is no redrefs for a nation circumftanced as we are, 
but ina fair, free, and full reprefentation of the people. 


* Refolved, That during the enfuing feflion of Parliament, 
the General Committee of this Society do mect daily, for the 
purpofe of watching the proceedings of the Parliament, and of 
the adminiftration of the government of this country. And 
that upon the firft introduction of any bill, or motion inimical 
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to the liberties of the people, fuch as, for landing foreign troops 
in Great-Britain or Ireland, for fufpending the Habeas Corpus 
AQ, for proclaiming martial law, or for preventing the people 
from meeting in Societies for Conftitutional Information, or 
any other innovation of a fimilar nature, that, on any of thefe 
emergencies, the General Committee fhall iffue fummonfes to 
the Delegates of each divifion, and alfo to the Secretaries of 
the different Societies affiliated and correfponding with this 
Society, forthwith to calla General Convention of the Peo- 
ple, to be held at fuch place and in fuch a manner as hall be 
fpecified in the fummons, for the purpofe of taking fuch mea- 
fures into their confideration. 

“ Refolved, that, the. preceding addrefs and refolution be 
figned by the Chairman, and printed and publifhed. 

“ J. MARTIN, Chairman. 


“ T, HARDY, Secretary,” 





“ Committee Room, Fanuary 23, 1794+ 


“ Refolved unanimoufly, That a hundred thoufand copies 
of the addrefs to the people of Great Britain and Ireland, 
voted at the General Meeting, be pririted and diftributed by 
the Society. 

“ Refolved unanimoufly, That the following toafts, drank 
at the anniverfary dinner of the Society, be printed at the end 
of the addrefs. 

“ J, The Rights of Man; and may Britons never want 
fpirit to affert them. 

“ II, The Britifh Convention, lately held at Edinburgh ; 
and fuccefs to the important objeét it had in view. 

“ III. Citizen William Skirvin charged by the fentence of 
the Court of Jufticiary, with the honour of being the caufe of 
calling that Convention. 

“IV. The London Correfponding Society, and other pa- 
triotic Societies of Great Britain and Ireland. 

“ V. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the condemned Delegate 
of this Society; and may his manly and patriotic conduct be 
rewarded by the attachment of the people. 

“ Citizen Gerrald then arofe, andin a ftream of infpiring 
eloquence, pronounced the juft culogium of this truely valua- 
ble citizen, fo emphatically called by Citizen Aitchifon (one 
of the witneffes on his trial) the fecond Sidney. He concluded 
with withing we might rather die the laft of Britith freemen, 
than live the firft of faves. 

s VI, Citizen 
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« VI, Citizen Jofeph Gerrald, the other Delegate of this So- 
ciety, now under profecution; and may his concluding fenti- 
ment be engraved upon every Britifh heart. 

« VII. Thetranfactions at Toulon. May Britons remem- 
ber them as they ought, and profit by dear-bought experience. 

se VIII, Citizen Hamilton Rowan, and the other true pa- 
triots of Ireland; and may the authors of the Convention- 
bill find that they have committed a bull. 

« TX. Citizens Muir and Palmer—May their fentence be 
fpeedily reverfed, and Botany-Bay be peopled with a colony of 
real criminals. 

«“ X. Succefs to the arms of freedom againft whomfo- 
ever directed; and confufion to defpots with whomfoever 
allied. 

«¢ XI. All that is good in every conftitution; and may we 
never be fuperftitious enough to reverence in any that which is 

ood for nothing. 

“ XII. Citizen Thomas Paine—May his virtue rife fupe- 
rior to calumny and fufpicion, and his name {till be dear to 
Britons. 

“ XIII, Lord Loughborough, the Earl of Moira, Sir Gil- 
bert Elliot, and the other apoitates from liberty ; and may 
they enjoy the profits of their apoftacy fo long as they live. 

« XIV. A {peedy and honourable peace with the brave re+ 
public of France. 

“ XV. The ftarving manufacturers and neglected peafantry 
of Great Britain and Ireland. 

« XVI. Citizen John Froft ; and a fpeedy reftoration of 
that health which he loft in the dungeons of Newgate. 

“ XVII. The virtuous and {pirited citizens, now in con- 
finement for matters of opinion: And may we fhew them by 
our conduct, that they are not forgotten.” 

On this paper it appears unneceflary to offer any comment, 
or to do more than call the attention of the Houle to the con- 
cluding refolution. 


On the 27th of March the Society fent a letter to the So- 
ciety for Conftitutional Information, to which the Committee 
alfo feel it right to call the attention of the Houfe, as it led to 
the particular concert, already taken notice of, between the 
two Societies, and to the recent meafures founded thereupon, 
which now remain to be taken notice of, 

This letter and the refolutions of the two Societies in con- 
fequence, are ftatedin a printed paper, which was likewife 

4 E 2 found 
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found in the cuftody of the Secretary of the Society, a copy 
of which is here fubjoined. They are alfo entered in the 
book of the Society for Conftitutional Information. 


“ March 27th, 1794. 
“ Jo the Secretary of the Society for Conftitutional Information, 


« CITIZEN, 

« I am directed by the London Correfponding Society to 
tranfmit the following refolutions to the Society for Conftitu- 
tional Information, and torequeft the fentiments of that So- 
ciety refpeéting the important meafures which the prefent 
juncture of affairs feems to require. The London Corref- 
ponding Society conceives that the moment is arrived whena 
full and explicit declaration is neceflary from all the friends of 
freedom. Whether the late illegal and unheard-of profecu- 
tions and fentences fhall determine us to abandon our caufe, or 
fhall excite us to fhew a radical reform with an ardour propor- 
tioned to the magnitude of the object, and with a zealas dif- 
tinguifhed on our partsas the treachery of others in the fame 
glorious caufe is notorious. . The Society for Conftitutional 
Information is therefore required to determine whether or no 
they will be ready, when called upon, to act in conjun@ion with 
this and other Societies to obtain a fair reprefentation of the 
people, Whether they concur with us in feeing the neceflity 
of a {peedy Convention, for the purpofe of obtaining, ina 
conflitutional and legal method, a redrefs of thofe grievances 
under which we at prefent labour, and which can only be efe 
fectually removed by a full and fair reprefentation of the peo- 
ple of Great Britain, ‘The London Correfponding Society 
cannot but remind their friends, that the prefent crifis demands 
all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, that ever was or can 
be exerted by men or Britons; nor do they doubt but that 
manly firmnefs and confiftency will finally, and they believe 
fhortly, terminate in the full accomplifhment of all their 
wilhes, 

« Tam, Fellow Citizen, 
“ (In my humble meafure) 
“ A Friend to the Rights to Man, 
“ T. HARDY, Secretary.” 


“ Refolyed unanimoufly, 

“ I, That dear as juftice and liberty are to Britons, yet the 
value of them is comparatively {mall without a dependence on 
their 
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their permanency ; and there can be no fecurity for the cone 
tinuance of any right but in equal Jaws, 

“ II, That equal laws can never be expected but by a full 
and fair repreientation of txe people. “To obtain which, in the 
way pointed out by the conftitution, has been and is the fole ob- 
ject of this Society. For this we are ready to hazard every 
thing, and never, but with our | ves, will we relinquifh an ob- 
ject which involves the happinefs, or even the political exiftence, 
of ourfelves and pofterity. 

« IJI, Thatit is the decided opinion of this Society, that 
to fecure ourfelves from future iliegal and fcandalous profecue 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuft fentences, 
and to recal thofe wife and wholefome laws that have been 
wrefted from us, and of which fcarcely a vettige remains, there 
ought to be immediately a Convention of the People, by De- 
legates deputed for that purpofe from the different Societies of 
the friends of freedom affembled in the various parts of this 
nation. And we pledge ourlelves to the public to purfue 
every legal method {peedily to accomplifh fo detireable a pur 
pofe. 

“ Tt was refolved by the Society for Conftitutional Infor- 
mation, that their Secretary fhould affure the London Corref- 
ponding Society, that they heartily approved of their intentions, 
and would co-operate with them in obtaining an otjectof fo 
much importance to the peace and happinefs of fociety. And 
that he alfo requeit the London Correfponding Society to fend 
a Delegation of its Members to confer upon the fubject, with 
an equal number of the Society for Conftitutional Informa. 
tion.” 


« A Meeting of the Delegates from the two Socicties be« 
ing held, they came to the following refolutions : 


“ Refolved, Firft, that it appears to this Committee very 
defirable, that a Convention or General Meeting of the friends 
of liberty fhould be called, for che purpofe of taking into 
coniideration the proper methods of obtaining a full and fair 
reprefentation of the people. 

“ Second, That it be recommended to the Socicty for 
Conftitutional Information, and London Correfponding So- 
ciety, to inftitute a regular and prefling correfpondence with all 
thofe parts of the country where fuch mealures may be likely 
to be promoted, not only to inftigate the Socictics already 

formed, 
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formed, but to endeavour alfo to produce fuch other aflocias 
tions as may further the general object. 

«© Third, That it appears to this Committee, that the ge- 
neral object would be promoted if a ftanding Committee of 
co-operation between the two Societies were eftablifhed, for 
the purpofe of holding perfonal communication with fuch 
members of fimilar Societies in other parts of the country, as 
may occafionally be in London, and who may be authorized 
by their refpe@tive Societies to a& with fuch Committee.” 

“ The above refolutions being reported to the Society for 
Contftitutional Information, it was by them refolved, that the 
fame fhould be entered on their books as part of the proceeds 
ings of the Society} and the Committee of Correfpondence 
was appointed to co-operate with the Committee of the Lon- 
don Correfponding Society, in conformity with the third refoe 
lution.” 

(To be continued.) 





Short Account of the brave Major Wright. 
AJOR JESSE WRIGHT, of the Royal Regiment of 


Artillery, who fell in the ation before Lannoy on the 
16th of May, was born at Foodie, near Cupar, in the county 
of Fife, North Biitain, about the end of the year 1740. His 
father had a {mall landed property, and a large family, of which 
the Major was the young: ft of twelve: After the ufual {chook 


education, he was admitted a Cadet intothe Royal Military. 


Academy of Woolwich, where he was for fome years, and of 
courfe appointed a J.ieutenant in that corps. 

He began his ferviccs and military career at the fiege of 
Belleifle, which furrendered to the Britifh arms in the year 
1761. Since, he was employed in various places in the line 
of his profeflion, and in the fervice of his country. In the 
beginning of the year 1793) he was appointed to command a 
detachment of artillery, attached to the royal regiment of 
Guards, then ordered upon fervice on the Continent, com- 
manded by his Royal Highnefs the Duke of York. 

In every action of confequence, in which the Britith troops 
were engaged, the Major had his hare of the fatigue and dan- 
ger. Atthe battle of St. Amand, at the fiege of Valencien- 
nes, (upon the furrender of which, he had the honour of 
marching in at the head of the Britifh artillery and army, and 
taking poff:.£0n of that garrifon,) and at that {pirited attack of 
Lineelles, 
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Lincelles, on the 18th of Auguft laft, when about 1100 of 
the guards under General Lake, after a fevere confli&, drove 
from a ftrong redoubt and intrenchments about 5000 of the 
enemy, and took 11 pieces of cannon—he there commanded 
the artillery, and bad the honour of his Majefty’s public 
thanks, along with the officers and men engaged in that affair. 
Upon the death of Captain Sutherland, of the engineers, his 
Royal Highnefs the Duke of York appointed him Bridge- 
mafter to the Britifh Army on the Continent. Having hi- 
therto efcaped unhurt, he fell in confequence of a cannon-ball, 
which carried off his right leg above the knee : Amputation 
was immediately performed, but he died the next day. His 
Royal Highnefs in his difpatches fays, * We moved forward 
from Templeuve to Lannoy, which we forced the enemy to 
evacuate after a short cannonade, in which I had the misfor- 
tune to lofe Major Wright, of the artillery, a brave and de- 
ferving officer.” His good temper was confpicuous, and his 
humanity tohis men, and thofe under his command, has been 
feldom exceeded. He has left a widow and two infant chil- 
dren. Of his father’s family two fons are alive, one a clergy- 
man of the kirk of Scotland, and the other a phyfician in Glaf- 
gow ; and two fifters, who, with his numerous acquaintance, 
fincerely bewail his lofs, 





MILITARY ANECDOTE, 
— III. King of Pruffia has received many 


compliments from difcerning writers, but that his conduct 
fometimes deferved cenfure, is equally true of- him as of 
other celebrated characters. ‘The following anecdote is cre= 


‘dibly related, and fhews that the impetuofity of his temper 


fometimes gave rife to repentance. A certain Colonel, who 
had long ferved with diftinguifhed honour in the Pruffian 
army, in a bloody conflict at the ftorming a redoubt of the 
enemy’s, received a fevere wound on the thigh, which fo mae 
terially affected the.tendons as to havea difagrecable effect on 
his gait ever after, Ona general review of the army, the 
oddity of the Colonel’s walk excited an unmannerly mirth 
among the attendants of the King, and Frederick himfelf 
joining the laugh, inconfiderately ordered the officer to walk 
like afoldicr, and not wriggle like a dancing-mafter. “ If 
Thad not,” replied the irritated veteran, “ for fo loag a term, 
ferved an ungrateful matter, perhaps I might liave a as 
; uprigne 
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upright as the ingrate himfelf.” ‘ What!” fays Frederick, 
“do you dare anfwer your Sovereign fo?” When m 
Sovereign defcends to the level of fops, (fays the Colonel) he 
becomes with them fubject to the contempt of the brave.”— 
The unjuftly enraged Monarch raifed his cane, and ftruck his 
old foldicr. Unable to bear this difgrace, he drew his piftols 
from his girdle, and prefenting one of them towards the King, 
 T efteem you,” fays he, “ as aneceflary evil to my coun- 
try ; this, your defert, therefore, I give to the wind, and leave 
revenge to Heaven! but a foldier, Sire, fhould never furvive 
difgrace.” Heinftantly difcharged one piftol into the air, and 
the other through his head, and expired on the fpot. Theafs 
fied Monarch, as the only recompence in his power, made 
ample provifion for the Colonel’s family, and mourned for his 
fate ever after. 











An ANECODOT E, 


Br ees inhabitants of a village on the weftern coaft were 
greatly alarmed lately by the appearance of a /mail vef= 
fel, which they fuppofed to bea French privateer A gun was 
immediately fired from the fort, to compel her to hoift her co- 
lours; upon her not complying, feveral other guns were fired 
without producing the defired effect. A boat inftantly put off 
in purfuit of ber, manned with about 20 hands, armed with 
guns, piftols, fwords, &c. &c. On coming up with her, fhe 
proved to be nothing more or lefs than a Torbay fifhing boat, 
with only one man and a boy on board, the former of whom 
was fitting coolly on the deck repairing his nets, and faluted 
them with, “ D—n your eyes, can’t ye let a man mend his 
nets in peace, and be d—d to ye. 





Monthly Agricultural Report for May. 
Biv cool dry weather, at the end of this month, has 


much improved the wheats in moft diftri€ts of the 
kingdom. Thofe fown on fallows are unavoidably foul, from 
the difficulty of timely hoeing, during the frequent rains. ‘The 
general appearance, however, bids fair to produce a good ave- 
rage crop. The barleys were never more promifing ; the 
only danger, in moft countries, is too much bulk, 
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The oats and peas are gone off, except where they were 
fown early, on dry found land.—Beans are almoft univerfally 
fine, and free from collier.—Tares, both for feed as well as 
ftover, look well in all parts.—Colefeed and muftard are not 
expected to rife to more than two-thirds of a crop.—The 
young clovers generally plant well.—Hay is not likely to turn 
out fo abundant as was expected: On fome meadow lands 
the burden is great, but in others the fwath is very light. 
The rye grafs and cloves are, in general, more productive. In 
the hop plantations of Kent and Suffex, the fly has made an 
early appearance, and fome of the cold nights brought on a 
touch of the honey-dew, which has alarmed the planters, and 
given a further advance on the markets. 

The cyder counties of Devon, Hereford, Gloucefter, and 
Worcefter, reckon on about half a crop this year; but for the 
late general blight, they expected a year uncommonly produc- 
tive. 

Smithfield, though well fupplied, has found good prices for 
prime beef and mutton.—Veal and lamb have continued rea~ 
fonable.—Hogs for the diftillers and Victualling Office are 
dear. 

Lean beafts are fcarce, and high priced ;—and horfes of 
every kind advance in price, particularly thofe calculated for 
mounting either the light or heavy cavalry. 





SHORT ACCOUNT of the ABYSSINIAN BRUCE, 


HE death of this gentleman in April, 1794, will proba- 

bly be the means of reviving thofe enquiries which for- 

merly employed the public attention refpeéting his travels into 
Abyffinia ; and at the fame time it demands from us fuch par- 
ticulars of his life as have come to our knowledge. He was 
born in Scotland about the year 172g, of an ancient and re« 
fpeCtable family, which had been in poffeffion for feveral cen- 
turies of fome of the eftates which he owned at the time of 
his deceafe. Indecd, Mr. Bruce more than intimates that he 
was defcended from fome ancient Kings, At an early period 
he was fent for education to a boarding-fchool at or near 
Hoxton, where his acquaintance commenced with feveral re- 
fpectable perfons, and particularly fome of the family of the 
Barringtons, whofe friendfhip he retained to the end of his 
life. Returning to Scotland, he experienced from his father, 
who had given him a {tep-mother, a degree of ill-treatment, 

Vor, XXIII, 593. 4 F which 
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which occafioned him to refolve on quitting his country. He 
accordingly came to London, and foon afterwards married the 
daughter of Mr, Allen, a wine merchant, with whom he con- 
tinued the wine trade during feveral years. An indifpofition 
of his wife, which terminated in her death, induced him to 
carry her to France, and the lofs of her, it may be conjectured, 
inc'ined him to continue his travels. At the latter end of the 
Earl of Chatham’s Miniftry, about 1761, he returned from a 
tour through the greateft part of Europe, particularly through 
tle whole of Spain and Portugal, and was about to retire to 
his finall patrimony, in order to embrace a life of ftudy and re« 
fieftion, when chance threw him into a very fhort and defultory 
converfation with that nobleman. 

He {oon afterwards received an intimation of a defign to 
employ him, which proved abortive by the refignation of his 
intended patron. He then reccived fome encouragement 
from Lord Egremont and Mr. George Grenville, and in a 
fhort time a propofal from Lord Halifax to explore the coaft 
of Barbary, to whichhe acceded. The Confulthip of Algiers 
becoming vacant at this juncture (1763), he was appointed to 
it, and immediately fet out for Italy. At Rome he received 
orders to proceed to Naples, from whence he again returned to 
Rome. He then’ went to Leghorn, and from thence proceeded 
to Algiers, where he {pent a year at Algiers, and having a fa- 
cility in acquiring languages, in that time qualified himfelf for 
appearing on any part of the Continent without an interpreter ; 
but «t this inftant orders arrived from England for him to wait 
for further ordersas Conful. He accordingly remained in his 
poft until 1765. 

Iu June 1768 he folicited leave of abfence from the Secre- 
tzry of State, to make fome drawings of antiquities near 
Tunis. He had before this been to Malta and the coaft of 
Africa. He was fhipwrecked on the coaft of Tunis, and 
plundered of al! his property. 

In 1768 we fiad him at Aleppo, and in Auguft that year 
was at Cairo, from whence he proceeded to Abyflinia, which 
he is fuppofed to have entered cither the latter end of that 
year, or the beginning of 1769. His ftay in that country was 
about four years, as he returned to Cairo the 15th of Ja- 
nuary, 1773. The tranfactions of this period form the fub- 
ftance of tie five volumes of his travels, publithed in 1790 
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SHORT.ACCOUNT of IVELCHESTER, 
[From Collinfon’s Hiftory of the County of Somerfet.] 


TT: Roman name was J/chalis; and it was one of the moft 
eminent ftations that people pofleffed in all thefe parts. It 
was by them environed with a {trong wall and deep ditch, 
which originally was filled with water from the river. Its 
form was an oblong, ftanding upon the oblique points of the 
compafs, the fofie-road pafling through it from N. E. toS. W. 
The veftiges both of the wall and the ditch are in many 
places ftill difcernable, the former being regularly compofed of 
ftone and brickwork intermingled. ‘The ditch on the N. W. 
fide forms a road anciently called Zerde, now Yard-Lane, 
whence it runs through the Friary Garden, and, turning the 
angle, crofies the fofle and the gardens at the back part of the 
town, where the wall is frequently difcovered by the gardeners. 
Near it have been found, in almoft every period, Roman hy- 
pocaufts and baths, gold, filver, and copper coins, urns, lachry- 
mals, teflelated pavements, &c. &c. 





4REFLEXION. 
H: who duly confiders with himfelf the uncertainty of hu- 


man life, and the perpetual recurrence of human folly, 
will view with ftoical indifference, the petty contefts in which 
mankind appear to be fo ferioufly engaged. His beft confo- 
lation will be derived from the conviction, that a Great and 
Good Being regulates every event, and manages all fo as to 
promote the general good, 





Anfwer, by F. B. Chivers, of St. Auftell, to Be Miles’s Queftiony 
inferted March 17. 


ah a= 420,;b=75600, and let x, y, and z reprefent the 

numbers required; then x+y+z=a, x*+y?+2°=b, 
and xz=y* (by the nature of geometrical proportion) then by 
fubftitution we obtain a’—b+2y*—2ay—2zy*=0, that is 
a’—b—2zay=o. Therefore 2ay=a*—b (the loweft equation 
poffible), and y= 120, 2=240, and x=60. 

*t* We have received the like anfwer from J. Holden, 
T, Eafton junior, and N. Yolden, of Mr. Eafton’s fchool at 
Ipplepen; Hermes; J. Collins, of Uffculm; J. Thomas, of 
Giuvias; and W, Hawkins, of Crediton. 

ae 3 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. Hof Crediton, to Sufanna Tucker's Rebus, in 
Jerted March 31. 


Ts month you mean was JUNE I’d fwear, 


When nature looks completely fair. 


|| *|| "We have received the like anfwer from Furze Stub, of 
Long Moor; Philomathes, of Modbury; J. Collins, of Uff- 
culm; Eremita, of Wefton Zoyland; Homo, near Cerne; 
Aries, of Newton Abbot; and J. Bulgin, of Caftle Cary. 





Anfwer, by Philomathes, of Modbury, to the Enigma, inferted 
April 7. 


N reading your enigma o’er 
The myttery to reveal, 

I foundit was a HALFPENNY, 

Which hath both head and tail. 


+§+ We have received the like anfwer from P. of Dorfet. 
fhire; T. P. of Camelford; W.H. of Dean Prior; Furze 
Stub, of Long Moor; W. Brewer, of Taunton; J. Abell, 
of St. Auftell ; and W. Hawkins, of Crediton. 


Anfwer, by P. R. Latham, of Briftel, to R. Tucker’s Charade, 
inferted April 7. 


HE hope of PARDON foftens the fad captive’s fate, 
And oft the wretch’s fear and grief can mitigate. 





++ We have received the like anfwer from W. Hawkins, 
Tiverton; J. Collins, Uffculm; N. Coles, Crediton; Wm, 
Brewer, and Wm. Gore, Taunton; P. of Dorfet; T. Parry, 
Plymouth ; W. Penman, Dodbrook; W.H. of Dean Prior ; 
Eremita, Wefton Zoyland; A. B. of Ivybridge; Philomathes, 
Modbury; Furze Stub, Long Moor; and J. Abel St. Auftell. 





4 CHARADE, by a Conflant Reader of St. Aufiell 


Y firft is oft us’d old time to beguile ; 
And my next at the board of feftivity’s found, 
‘I hen caft your eyes over Britannia’s fam’d ifle, 
And , ou’ll in my whole, Sirs, a fea-port expound. 
4 REBUS, 
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4 REBUS, by Fofeph Bulgin, of Caftle Cary, 


E puzzling riddlers, firft find out, 
A town in Devonhhire ; 
A well-known fruit, my worthy Sirs, 
You next muft make appear. 


A croaking bird, in fcripture nam’d, 
Ye bards, you next muft find; 

And thena fifh, be pleas’d to tell, 
That’s in a fhell confin’d, 


A King of Ithaca find out, 
Who by his fon was flain 5 

And next a fpice you muft define, 
That's brought acrofs the main. 


An Englifh tree you now muft tell, 
That looks for ever green; 

And next, an animal find out, 
That’s oft in water feen. 


And now a well-known Englith plant, 
Kind Sirs, you muft explain ; 

A Spartan next find out who in 
The Theban war was flain. 


Next ranfack o’er the facred page, 
A champion you'll behold; 

Who hurl!’d deftrution on the heads 
Of hundreds, young and old, 


A mountain high in Theffaly, 
You next muft bring to fight ; 

And Jaft of all you muft explain, 
A bird that flies by night, 


Sagacious bards, find out my whole, 
Cement the initials right; 

And then a place in India Eaft, 
With eafe you'll bring to fight. 


It!) Our Correfpandents are requefted to obferve that it is exe 


pected they foould pay the Poftage of their Letters, and that others 


wife they will not fee what they fend inferted. 
6 


POETRY. 
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Mm ODE t# CHA RIT Y. 


[From « The Advantages of Education, a Novel,” in Two Vo- 


lumes, lately publifhed. } 


O% Charity! thou radiant beam, 
Reflected from that light fupreme, 
Creation’s guardian eye ; 
Beft fymbol of the power who reigns 
In perfect blifs, yet gracious deigns, 
To bend his pitying ear to Sorrow’s lowly cry. 


The heart in which thine ardour glows, 
No more is chill’d by felfith woes, 
Or feels unfocial joy ; 
Dire&ed by thy light divine, 
To griefs, which while they pain, refine, 
To griefs which quickly end in blifs without alloy. 


Such blifs the generous patron fhares, 
When rifing at an orphan’s prayers, 
He vindicates his right 5 
Such blifs is o’er their bofom fhed, 
Who cheer with hope the fordid bed, 
Where poverty and pain in deadly bonds unite, 


Nor only with the affluent train, 
Who open Fortune’s golden fane, 
Doft thou thy bleffings thare ; 
Alike to all thy votaries kind, 
Where’er exifts the feeling mind, 


Thou giv’it foft Pity’s figh, and Friendthip’s feothing care. 


If feated in life’s humble vale, 
Whene’er they check the flandercr’s tale, 
They honour thy bequeft ; 
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On them thy pureft pleafures wait, 
When victors of revenge and hate, 
They vindicate or aid an enemy diftreft. 


Thou doft a nobler fyftem teach, 
Than ftoic virtues e’er could reach, 
Or pagan wifdom fcan; 
Diffufive as the folar ray, 
Which lightens all the ecliptic way, 
Thy holy laws pervade, and fill the foul of man. 


Oh! fource of each connexion dear, 
Of gratitude, of truth fincere, 
Of candour, patience, peace ; 
Oh! worthy of the ftarry wreaths, 
Which immortality bequeaths, 
To crown thy hallow’d toils with joys that never ceafe. 


When Science dims her borrow’d fires, 
When Faith in certainty expires, 
When prophefy thall fail ; 
Uninjur’d thou furviv’ft alone, 
Immortal as the Eternal’s throne, 
While all the harps of Heaven thy glorious triumphs hail. 








Forthe WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


SONNET w# JEMIMA. 
As {weet Jemima, blooming fair! 


Accept the glowing, tender ray, 
The fympathetic air of love 
Which warmly moves, and moves to thee: 


Yes, on the verdant field of love 
Alonzo feeks the charming maid, 

With looks refponfive of his mind, 
That fays an artlefs love is laid. 


With penfive heart the f{wain has ftray'd 
Along the fields and rural dale, 
In quett of bis beloved nymph 
Where purling rills glide thro’ the vale. 
9 With: 
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With look ferene of genial thought 
In calm content it leans to thee, 
Difpel the fhades if any rife, 
And with the fwain united be ——Then 


With you o’er Libya’s burning plains I’d go, 
O’er Alpine mountains tread the etherial fhow; 

Would feel no heat but what our loves impart, 
Would dread no coldnefs but Jemima’s heart. 


ALONZO, 
Sune 2y 1794. 





The FIRST HOUR of MORNING. 
By Mrs. Ravciirre. 


Hw: fweet to wind the foreft’s tangled fhade, 
When early twilight, from the eaftern bound, 
Dawns on the fleeping landfcape in the glade, 

And fades as Morning fpreads her blufh around ! 


When every infant lower, that wept in night, 
Lifts its chill head, foft glowing with a tear 5 
Expands its tender bloffom to the light, 
And gives its incenfe to the genial air. 


How frefh the breeze that wafts the rich perfume, 
And {wells the melody of waking birds— 

The hum of bees, beneath the verdant gloom, 
And woodman’s fong, and low of diftant herds! 


Then doubtful gleams the monarch’s hoary head, 
Seen thro’ the parting foliage from afar; 
And, farther ftill, the ocean’s mifty bed, 
With flitting fails, that partial fun-beams fhare. 


But vain the fylvan fhade—the breath of May—= 
The voice of mufic floating on the gale, 
And forms, that beam thro’ Morning’s dewy veil, 
If Health no longer bid the heart be gay : 
Oh balmy hour! ’tis thine her wealth to give, 
Here {pread her blufh, and bid the parent live ! 


May 20, 1794+ 








